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RESOLVING GLOBAL FOOD CHALLENGES 
WITH AGRI-NUTRIENTS

28-29 September 2022
Address Sky View Hotel, Dubai, UAE

The 12th edition of the GPCA Agri-Nutrients Conference was 
held successfully on 28–29 September 2022, at the Address Sky 
View Hotel, Dubai, UAE, under the theme ‘Resolving Global Food 
Challenges with Agri-Nutrients.’

Over the two days of the event, esteemed speakers, government 
and industry leaders sent a clear and powerful message, namely, 
that current and future food security challenges in the run up 
to 2030 can only be resolved through greater collaboration and 
coordination between the public and private sector. 

They highlighted the urgency of addressing the food security crisis 
of our decade and beyond and expressed their commitment to 
provide nutrition to the billions of people on the planet through 
the production of sustainable agri-nutrients. Technology-makers, 
government authorities, industry leaders and their value chain 
partners would all need to work together to contribute to a food 
system that is sustainable, fair, reliable and resilient to disruptions, 
they agreed.

Now in its 12th edition, the GPCA Agri-Nutrients Conference has 
established itself as the foremost industry networking platform 
where regional industry leaders in the agri-nutrient sector, 
including producers, blenders, distributors, farmers, consultants, 

Introduction 
technology providers, and government officials, come together 
to share best practices, exchange ideas, explore the agri-nutrient 
value chain primary challenges, and discuss long-term strategies 
for the future.

With the COVID-19 pandemic now in its third year, its impact on 
people’s livelihoods and on global efforts to realize the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) is now more evident than ever. 
Geopolitical tensions, intensified conflicts, economic shocks, 
increasing water scarcity, and extreme weather have made 
delivering on the strategic roadmaps for food security even more 
challenging.

As part of this year’s conference agenda, esteemed industry 
leaders from the region and the world discussed topics of great 
industry significance, including: the important role of agri-nutrients 
in ending global hunger; food security and geopolitics; why net-
zero; industry consolidation; and market trends. Digging even 
deeper, they explored solutions to a reimagined future, such as 
high-efficiency, sustainable agri-nutrients; innovative technologies 
to reduce the environmental footprint of agri-nutrients; 
investments by GCC governments to achieve food security; and 
new end uses of ammonia.
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Speakers
H.E. Mohammed Al Nuaimi, Assistant Undersecretary for the 
Support Services Sector, Ministry of Climate Change and 
Environment, UAE, presented the inaugural address, in which he 
highlighted that accessibility, affordability, and sustainability are at 

the core of food security efforts. In her keynote address, Alzbeta 
Klein, Director General, International Fertilizer Association (IFA), 
described coalition and cooperation as the only way to feed the 
world and ensure food security through agri-nutrients. 
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“The GPCA Agri-Nutrients Conference 
has confirmed its prominence as the 
region’s most important event for our 
industry. The sessions were all timely, 
relevant and provided an opportunity 
for stakeholders from across the globe 
to enhance their understanding on 
many topics.”
Abdulrahman Al-Suwaidi, MD and CEO, QAFCO

1.4 billion 
The number of people who 

live in high-vulnerability 
countries, mostly in 

Africa and Asia

200 million 
The number of people 

globally whose food supply 
is met by GCC agri-nutrient 

production

10-15%
The agricultural sector’s 

contribution to greenhouse gas 
emissions worldwide

≈ 10 billion world 
population by 2050, need to 

increase food production by ≈ 70%

80%
Use of ammonia as 

feedstock for fertilizer 
production

≈ 1.8%
The contribution by ammonia 
production to the world’s CO2 

emission, equal to 500 MM 
tons CO2/year

GHG

NH3

Conference in numbers

332
ATTENDEES

26
COUNTRIES

5
SESSIONS

84
COMPANIES

18
SPEAKERS
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Conference partners

global
supply chain

MEDIA PARTNERS

SPONSORS

ASSOCIATE SPONSORS

EXHIBITORSMEETING ROOM PARTNERS

PRINCIPAL SPONSOR DIAMOND SPONSOR

TITANIUM SPONSOR PLATINUM SPONSOR

DELEGATE BAGS SPONSOR LANYARD SPONSOR EVENT GUIDE AND
POCKET PROGRAM SPONSOR

STATIONERY SPONSOR
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The agri-nutrient industry in the GCC is an important 
player in ending world hunger, but the industry 

must address its internal challenges first; it must 
collaborate and innovate new business models so 
that it can deliver both societal and business value.

The government is working hard to ensure food 
security within the region. However, it requires 

insight from the agri-nutrient industry on the ground 
to implement the right policies and initiatives which 
work towards the same objectives – supporting the 

economy, society and the environment. 

Key conference highlights 

Day 1, welcome remarks 

The conference kicked off on Day 1, 28 September, with welcome 
remarks from Abdulrahman Al-Suwaidi, MD and CEO, QAFCO 
and Chairman, Agri-Nutrients Committee, GPCA, who called 
on the industry to engage in better collaboration, to include 
innovation and develop new business models. This he said is the 
only way forward to resolve the global food challenges that face 
humanity now and in the years to come. 

According to Al-Suwaidi, the GCC agri-nutrients sector has 
already made sustainability its top priority. Improving agricultural 
productivity and enhancing food supply for all is another key 
driver in the industry’s vision for the future, he added. 

He pointed to a tragic reality – that 2.3 billion people in the world 
today are affected by moderate or severe food insecurity, while 
828 million people experience hunger. “If it is not clear by now, 
agri-nutrients have increased food production and improved food 
security,” Al-Suwaidi said, but more needs to be done to eliminate 
world hunger, he added. 

“The GCC is a critical player in any dialogue to achieving food 
security globally, but our industry also has its challenges,” the 
QAFCO CEO pointed out. These challenges need to be addressed 
with speed, decisiveness, and vision for a better future. 

Day 1, inaugural address

Representing the government sector in the UAE, H.E. Mohammed 
Al Nuaimi, Assistant Undersecretary for the Support Services 
Sector, Ministry of Climate Change and Environment, presented 
the inaugural address at the conference. “By 2050, the world will 
reach 10 billion people, which will put a lot of pressure on our 
economy, industry and agriculture,” His Excellency warned. 

What practical solutions, government policies and provisions 
have been put in place to prepare for such future?  In the UAE, 
Al Nuaimi explained that the government has established a Food 
Security Council, undertaking a series of initiatives to safeguard 
food security in the country in the decades to come. Accessibility, 
affordability, and sustainability are at the core of the UAE’s food 
security efforts, he added. To help support these efforts, he 
called on the agri-technology industry to innovate, find practical 
solutions and share them with the government to work more 
efficiently together towards achieving food security.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT FOOD FOR THOUGHT
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The world of energy, food and agri-nutrients is closely 
interlinked. A disruption in one results in chaos in 
the other. To ensure harmony and safeguard food 

security in the future, governments need to realize the 
important role of the agri-nutrient industry in feeding 

the world for the practical solutions that it offers. 

Day 1, keynote address

Delivering the keynote address on the opening day of the 
conference, Alzbeta Klein, Director General, International Fertilizer 
Association (IFA), described coalition and cooperation as the 
only way to feed the world and ensure food security through 
agri-nutrients. She touched upon the steep increase in gas prices 
and their impact on food security and agri-nutrients, calling upon 
industry leaders in the audience to collaborate and work with 
legislators to prevent another catastrophic food crisis.

“We are realizing how connected we are in the world, and how we 
depend on one another. Fertilizer prices have increased. 2021 was 
the year of the broken supply chain, which affected the fertilizer 
industry. 2022 has followed suit with the conflict between Ukraine 
and Russia. In 2022, the world began to understand the linkages 
between food, natural gas, and the fertilizer market,” she said. 

“The increased gas prices have pushed the prices up for fertilizers 
and led to a substantial increase,” Klein continued, highlighting 
concerns about the availability of key food items over the next 
year. 

“Fertilizers link energy and food, which is why we need to focus 
on nutrients,” she urged and went on to point to the GCC as an 
energy-rich region, which, Klein said, “can be used to the benefit 
of improving food security efforts”. 

Tech for food?

Executive panel discussion

Ahmed Alateeqi, COO, Sabel International Group, and Eng. 
Ibrahim Al Amri, COO, Oman Flour Mills, joined Sanjay Sharma, 
VP, Chemical and Agri-consulting, S&P Global – Commodity 
Insights, to discuss the status of GCC investments aimed at 
achieving regional food security.

Before opening the floor for the discussion, Sharma shared his 
insights with the audience on the latest industry developments. 
“We are in an era of high prices and high price volatility,” he 
began. “Agriculture prices are higher in response to increased 
demand, decarbonization needs, weather-related crop problems, 
as well as the Russia-Ukraine conflict that interrupted traditional 
supply chains for grains and vegetable oils,” he continued. 

With global stocks relatively low, the industry can anticipate high 
volatility and prices above the pre-pandemic level for the balance 
of 2022 and into 2023, Sharma said. 

An interesting point he shared with the audience was that 
addressing food security will come from technology (not 
availability of land) and yield increase. New technologies will 
be one of the main drivers for increase in future agricultural 
production, he added.

With this segway into the industry’s opportunities but also 
challenges, Sharma gave the floor to the panellists, asking them 
to share their views on the industry’s landscape currently. 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
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Discussion

Sharma: What is the role of agri-nutrients in addressing food 
security? 
Alateeqi: The role of aggrotech and fertilizers is crucial to the 
agriculture business. It is also needed to close the gap between 
the global hunger goals. 
Al Amri: We are building a robust system to keep food security in 
Oman, which we are driving further through a collaboration with 
other GCC countries. The private sector means not just business, 
but it is also taking responsibility for its operations and its impact 
on the environment. 

Sharma: What has your company done and has it been 
affected by logistics disruptions? 
Al Amri: Logistics operators, governments, and regulators need 
to work together to make large volumes available at affordable 
prices. There is a lot of complexity. That’s why some governments 
take the responsibility off the private sector and start buying [food] 
themselves. But securing a lot of grain means a lot of work. There 
needs to be collaboration. 

Sharma: How is the GCC placed in terms of social security 
going forward?
Alateeqi: To answer this question, first we need to understand 
how food security links to overall social security. There is the 
affordability, availability, storage capacity, food quality, safety, and 
sustainability aspect. The UAE holds the top [logistics] ranking in 
the GCC, but one reason why the GCC still ranks lower globally is 
the lack of technology adoption in the sector. 

Sharma: What is your take on subsidies and capital 
investment?
Al Amri: I don’t think that the government needs to always be 
a fall back for subsidies. Going to the government all the time 
to get subsidies approved is not an easy job. Creating a hub 
(not just for storage) will be a great solution – for manufacturing, 
processing, and being a good buyer as well. A hub that is going to 
serve everybody and help meet food security needs, almost like a 
Silicon Valley but for food, or the Internet of Things… 
Alateeqi: I think a subsidy could have one of the highest impacts 
in achieving food security in the long run, but I do agree you 
cannot always be fighting the government for subsidies. I think we 
do need a combination of both these solutions. 

Sharma: What is the biggest challenge you see? And what do 
you want from policymakers?
Alateeqi: Affordable supply chain and encouraging more 
investment in technology.
Al Amri: To change the habit of consumers. We waste almost half 
of what we produce. The consumer in the GCC needs to curtail 
wastage. We need to think in that direction and teach our younger 
generation not to waste foo. Our food and agriculture systems require an overhaul if we 

are to turn the tide on food insecurity in the world. We must 
start with the most vulnerable countries first, right here, 

on our doorstep. Egypt, Sudan, and Ethiopia are some of 
the most vulnerable countries in the Middle East, and the 

Arabian Gulf can play a key role in helping them meet their 
crop/grain needs. 

Food security: How geopolitics change the 
game?

Kicking off the first session of the day was Stepan Yashin, 
Associate Partner, McKinsey & Company, who discussed the 
impact of geopolitical crises on global food security. The world is 
facing food insecurity currently due to the Ukraine-Russia conflict, 
which export a combined 28% of the world’s wheat and 15% 
percent of its corn. As a result of the ongoing conflict, over the 
next season, Yashin warned, there may be a shortage of 23-40 
metric tons of grain. At the same time, yields may drop below their 
early 2010s levels and increase shortages. 

A shortage in crops and grains can be compensated with better 
yields in other regions, such as Brazil, Yashin suggested. But 
this would depend on a thin balance between global trades and 
supply chains as well as climate conditions. The Arabian Gulf 
region players could play an active role in solving food insecurity 
in countries in the Middle East, such as Egypt, Sudan, and 
Ethiopia, by investing in agricultural production in markets like 
Sudan.

To solve the immediate issues plunging 1.4 billion people in 
danger of food insecurity a systemic response will be required, 
Yashin said. Firstly, leaders must unblock and de-risk Black 
Sea logistic routes; they must reduce trade restrictions and 
release buffer stocks; financial aid must be provided to the most 
impacted areas and populations; agriculture must be sustainably 
transformed to boost yields; we must reduce global food waste 
and optimize our use of land; and last but not least we must 
encourage the consumption of the most efficient proteins.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
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In the medium term, there needs to be an increase in the efficiency 
of fertilizer use by deploying soil nutrition map, and in the medium 
to and long-term, the industry must accelerate research and 
innovation to increase market resilience.

The high concentration of agri-nutrient export to a handful 
of suppliers globally leads to market and price volatility. 

Immediate solutions must include keeping trade open and 
enabling and prioritizing fertilizer trade from key export 

countries such as Russia to ensure minimum disruptions to 
food and crop supply across the world. 

The ripple effects of the global fertilizer 
crises

Máximo Torero Cullen, Chief Economist, Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO), addressed the audience by highlighting the 
volatility and vulnerability of the global agri-nutrient market. Due to 
fertilizer exports being limited to only a few countries in the world, 
this concentration of sources makes the agri-nutrient supply more 
dependent on singular factors. When it comes to nitrogen agri-
nutrients – problems facing the top exporting countries will cause 
prices to go up for agri-nutrients everywhere else. This makes the 
market volatile and prone to price fluctuation.

Another challenge affecting agri-nutrient prices are ocean freight 
rates. High and volatile rates which dominate the market currently 
lead to low crop yields for rice, corn, and other food materials. 
Add to this the recent developments in agri-nutrient trade as a 
result of the Russia-Ukrain conflict. While the effects of war and 
sanctions on Russia’s global fertilizer export have been small, 
Cullen said, those on exports from Belarus are significant.

He offered solutions to these issues for the short, medium and 
long term. In the immediate future, countries must keep trade 
open and eliminate any trade restriction on fertilizer mobility 
globally and within. Information transparency must increase 
through the Agriculture Market Information System which should 
expand its work to include fertilizers. The availability of fertilizers 
must also be accelerated through the Black Sea initiative and with 
the issuance of comfort letters by the US as well as guidelines by 
the EU.

Why net-zero? Tackling climate change in an 
increasingly climate conscious planet

Dr. Radwan Abdallah, Head of Specialty Technologies, Agri-
Nutrients, SABIC Agri-Nutrients, presented a case study on 
the introduction of high efficiency sustainable solutions as the 
future of fertilizers. “We must understand how to deliver efficient 
fertilizers, while reducing carbon emissions,” Abdallah began, 
drawing an important distinction between carbon neutrality and 
net zero. “Carbon neutrality means every ton of CO2 emitted 
is compensated with an equivalent amount of CO2 removed,” 
he said. “Achieving net zero GHG emissions means that all 
greenhouse gas emissions have declined to zero, as opposed to 
just carbon dioxide.”

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

“We, at SABIC Agri-Nutrients 
Company, are a proud member 
of GPCA and always pleased to 
be participating in the GPCA Agri-
Nutrients Conference and sponsoring 
the event. This year’s event was a 
great opportunity to reconnect and 
engage in critical challenges facing 
the world such as food security 
and sustainability. The rich technical 
contents, active networking and 
displayed solutions by key players 
in our community were among the 
strengths of this conference.”

Abdulrahman Shamsaddin, CEO,  
SABIC Agri-Nutrients Company
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To achieve these targets, the new generation of fertilizer products 
need to be designed with enhanced efficiency and nitrogen use 
through best management practices, Abdallah continued. They 
must have low carbon footprint, which will require companies to 
commit to lowering their Scope 3 emissions and evaluate potential 
options for offsetting. Last but not least, companies would need 
to develop solutions that are affordable for farmers as well as end 
users, he concluded.

Innovative technologies to reduce the 
environmental footprint of agri-nutrients

Tobias Birwe, Head of Sales – Fertilizers & Methanol Business 
Unit, Uhde, explained the importance of understanding the market 
trends for green and blue ammonia. He explained the benefits 
of CO2 capture through a steam reformer versus autothermal 
reformer. There are currently two types of alternative process 
steps for the production of hydrogen from natural gas. One is 
when heat for reforming is supplied by combustion and heat 
transfer into the process equipment, and the other is when high 
amount of blue gas is used for pre-heating of inlet streams and 
stream superheating. CO2 emissions from ammonia production 
can be changed (be it high or low) based on the process used, the 
purification method, and whether or not additional treatment steps 
are implemented. Developing green ammonia is another viable 
solution to reduce CO2 emissions, Birwe explained. 

While the projected growth of the fertilizer industry is considered 
to be relatively flat, growth in ammonia as an energy carrier and 
fuel is expected to grow significantly. The industry must tackle 
the environmental footprint arising from fertilizer use. This can be 
achieved in two ways: 1) by investing in ammonia production with 
the implementation of carbon capture (fast track) or 2) through 
ammonia production based on green hydrogen (in the long run).

Fertilizers with increased environmental and 
agrichemical efficiency

In his first participation at the GPCA Agri-Nutrients Conference, Dr. 
Andrey Norov, Industrial Technology Director, Samoilov Scientific 
Research Institute for Fertilizers and Insectofungicides (NIUIF), 
presented the work of the institute on sustainable fertilizers. The 
main way to increase the efficiency of granular fertilizers was to 
reduce the release rate of nutrients, he explained, adding that 
adopting this approach helped to synchronize the processes of 
nutrient release into the soil and nutrient consumption by plants. 
One of the methods to reduce the dissolution rate is to coat the 
granules with a low-permeability film, Norov said. The methods 
based on the application of various poorly soluble polymeric 
coatings onto the surface of granules of conventional highly water-
soluble fertilizers have become widely used. The regulation of 
the release rate of nutrients in this case is carried out primarily by 
changing the thickness of the coating, as well as its composition 
and properties.

Achieving carbon neutrality is possible, but the agri-nutrient 
industry would need to step up its game in producing more 

sustainable fertilizers. The research and technology are 
advancing rapidly in this regard. Case studies of successful 

production of fertilizer with increased environmental and 
agrichemical efficiency can provide learnings and an 

example for producers elsewhere in the world. Utilizing 
carbon capture as well as hydrogen for the production 

of ammonia are other viable routes to the future of 
sustainability.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

“The quality and importance of the conference for thyssenkrupp Uhde as a contractor 
and key licensor is constantly growing. It's great to meet the decision makers of 
Middle Eastern fertilizer companies during the event. The conference agenda also 
allows for sufficient time for exchanging thoughts. We will be visiting again next year!”

Tobias Birwe, Head of Sales – Fertilizers & Methanol Business Unit, Uhde
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The Arabian Gulf region has been making progress 
in improving the agri-nutrient and agri-culture 
sector overall, but more work lies ahead. Only 

through cooperation, new investment, and focusing 
on sustainability will the region meet its future 

aspirations. 

Mergers and acquisitions need to make sense to 
the company embarking upon it and align with its 

overall growth strategy. From gaining market access, 
to moving further down the agri-nutrient supply 

chain, gaining access to farmers, and even driving 
operational excellence, it is a viable route that can 

enable firms to achieve integral business and growth 
objectives.

Day 2 welcome address 

Abdulrahman Shamsaddin, CEO, SABIC Agri-Nutrients and Vice-
chair, Agri-Nutrients Committee, GPCA, welcomed delegates for 
the final day of the conference. “Our GCC region has a greater 
opportunity, and even responsibility, to step up to the challenge 
of food security and resolve global food challenges,” Shamsaddin 
said. Today the world is facing one of its worst food crises in a 
decade: food prices are increasing, grain stocks are at a record 
low, and not just food but the entire ecosystem is severely 
challenged. 

The GCC region has been taking active steps to improve 
the quality and yield of crops as well as the overall food and 
agriculture sectors, but it still has a long way to go. Countries 
in the region must establish food programs to ensure local and 
global food security. Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030 is one of the 
GCC governments’ initiatives contributing to meeting global 
food challenges. To meet future challenges the region must 
continue to invest to convert natural resources into agri-nutrients, 
cooperate with international fertilizer associations, with NGOs 
and governments as well as within industry. They must reduce 
food waste and production losses and innovate to meet future 
aspirations through technological innovation.

Stronger together 

Fireside conversation: Industry consolidation

Moderated by Jose Antonio Alberich, Partner, Kearney, this 
session brought together Omar Boutahar, Senior Director, 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Corporate Strategy and Business Development, Ma’aden; Haroon 
Rahmathulla, COO, Fertiglobe; and Faisal Al-Shahrani, Director, 
AN Strategic Projects, Operations, SABIC Agri-Nutrients.

Mergers and acquisitions in the chemical industry have been 
on a decline since 2019, with several structural changes taking 
place in the deals landscape, Alberich said. As the pandemic 
impacted business durability, players have focused on the ‘safe 
path’. Acquirers are still focused on the ‘safe paths’ seeking 
consolidation and supply chain resilience. By continuing to focus 
on their home market, buyers are missing out on opportunities 
abroad. In the future, we’re likely to see an integration of 
the supply chain as well as an integration in fertilizers and 
agrochemicals.

Fireside conversation 

Alberich: How do you approach M&A?

Boutahar: Our growth was mainly organic in the past decade and 
a half. Our acquisitions include deals in Malawi, South Africa, and 
Zimbabwe to move further downstream in the supply chain, obtain 
access to farmers, and gain market access. 

Rahmathulla: We embarked on M&As to mainly to leverage our 
unique shareholder base. We wanted to optimize our combined 
footprint. Achieving operational excellence was also very 
important. 

Al-Shahrani: At SABIC Agri-Nutrients, legal consolidation was 
a step we took. The objective was to enable the agri-nutrient 
sector to apply their strategy. As a result, we have concluded the 
acquisition of 49 stakes which has helped us gain access to new 
markets, optimize that access, utilize the markets, and accelerate 
overall production.
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Market trends in the agri-nutrient industry

Jack Walters, Consultant, NexantECA, Energy & Chemicals 
Advisory, discussed some of the key fertilizer trends in major 
import markets. Arabian Gulf agri-nutrient producers are well 
placed to grow their share in existing markets and gain a foothold 
in new geographies amid geo-political tensions causing ongoing 
supply constraints, and rising market volatility, according to 
Walters. The two markets with the highest growth potential for 
Arabian Gulf producers are India and the European Union (EU). In 
India, urea consumption growth is anticipated to exceed supply 
by 2045 opening up significant opportunities for agri-nutrient 
producers who are prepared to meet the demand gap and supply 
raw materials at a competitive price. The Russia-Ukraine conflict is 
opening new doors for GCC agri-nutrients, with the prospects of 
growth in trade being further boosted by talks to strike a free trade 
agreement between the EU and the GCC. 

Western Europe is facing a 4.5 million-metric-ton gap of domestic 
urea supply, as the region prepares to phase out Russian 
imports by 2024. As the world’s largest exporter of agri-nutrients, 
accounting for 23% of ammonia exports, 14% of urea exports, 
10% of processed phosphate exports, and 21% of potash 
exports, any gap caused by Russian exports will be significant in 
size, presenting a huge opportunity to those players willing to step 
up to the challenge and fill in any that gap.

Georgy Eliseev, Principal Analyst, S&P Global – Commodity 
Insights, shared fertilizer trends in major producing regions. 
He began by explaining that the ammonia market has been 
impacted by a supply shock in 2022 due to the ongoing conflict 
between Russia and Ukraine. The loss of exports from Russia, 
which accounted for 23% of world exports in 2021, cannot 
be compensated from other sources. Although Saudi Arabia, 
Indonesia, USA, China, and other countries have increased 
exports, global trade in 2022 will decrease by a substantial 
amount, Eliseev warned. Another rmajor exporter of fertilizer, 
Belarus, has limited access to seaborne trade and sanctions the 
country pose a serious risk to global potash supply. About 70% 
of plants in Europe have shut down due to feedstock disruptions. 
The strained relationship between Russia and Europe will influence 
how market trends play out into the future. 

Dr. Mounir Halim, CEO, AFRIQOM, came on stage to discuss 
current volatility fertilizer prices and its effect on Africa. He 
warned of the market volatility on the continent and the difficulty 
of the challenging financial environment, making it impossible 
to forecast the industry’s performance on the continent with 
accuracy. “African markets have no warning system, and most 
buyers are disconnected from the current and forward reality,” he 
said. “Importers are heavily dependent on their own channels for 
market intelligence, and unable to act quickly. On top of that, a 
crippling financing ecosystem, and the inability of governments to 
act create a yo-yo market growth effect.

“On behalf of our Institute (NIUIF) thank you for the very informative 
conference and a chance to participate in it. We enjoyed every single 
moment of such high-standard event.”
Dr. Andrey Norov, Industrial Technology Director, NIUIF
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The Gulf Petrochemicals and Chemicals Association (GPCA) represents the downstream hydrocarbon 
industry in the Arabian Gulf. Established in 2006, the association voices the common interests of more than 
250 member companies from the chemical and allied industries, accounting for over 95% of chemical output in 
the Gulf region. The industry makes up the second largest manufacturing sector in the region, producing over 
USD 108 billion worth of products a year.

The association supports the region’s petrochemical and chemical industry through advocacy, networking 
and thought leadership initiatives that help member companies to connect, to share and advance knowledge, 
to contribute to international dialogue, and to become prime influencers in shaping the future of the global 
petrochemicals industry.

Committed to providing a regional platform for stakeholders from across the industry, the GPCA manages six 
working committees - Plastics, Supply Chain, Fertilizers (now known as Agri-nutrients), International Trade, 
Research and Innovation, and Responsible Care - and organizes five world-class events each year. The 
association also publishes an annual report, regular newsletters and reports.

For more information, please visit www.gpca.org.ae

Gulf Petrochemicals and Chemicals Association (GPCA) 
P.O. Box 123055 
1601, 1602
Vision Tower, Business Bay
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
T +971 4 451 0666
F +971 4 451 0777
Email: info@gpca.org.ae


